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LOCAL  HEALTH  OFFICE, 
DOWNHAM  MARKET. 

April,  1957. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Downham  Rural  District  Council. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  1957. 

The  general  health  of  the  District  has  been  satisfactory  and  indeed,  according 
to  a recent  survey  by  the  Registrar  General,  East  Anglia  was  included  amongst 
regions  having  the  lowest  death  rate.  The  Birth  Rate  of  17T  and  Death  Rate  of 
9-4  thus  compares  favourably  with  that  for  England  and  Wales  of  16-1  and  1 L5 
respectively.  The  comparability  factor  given  by  the  Registrar  General  is  LI 3 
for  births  and  iT7  for  deaths.  The  number  of  live  births  is  378  compared  with 
418  for  1956. 

A measles  epidemic  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  which  affected 
severely  most  schools  in  the  District  and  continued  up  to  the  end  of  the  summer 
term.  The  disease  was  of  a mild  nature  and  complications  unusual.  A total  of 
1088  cases  were  recorded.  No  schools  were  closed  on  this  account. 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  was  continued  throughout  the  year  as  and 
when  supplies  of  vaccine  became  available.  Increased  supplies  of  British  vaccine 
were  received  during  the  summer  and  all  children  born  between  1947  and  1956 
could  register  for  treatment.  In  December,  registrations  included  expectant 
mothers  and  children  up  to  15,  general  practitioners,  hospital  and  ambulance 
staiT  as  supplies  of  American  vaccine  were  anticipated.  A total  of  542  children 
received  2 injections.  3 cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  during  the  year, 
none  of  whom  had  been  vaccinated. 

Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis  (B.C.G.  Vaccine)  was  offered  to  all  child- 
ren in  their  last  year  of  attendance  at  school,  with  the  object  of  giving  pro- 
tection after  leaving  and  taking  up  employment.  The  Mass  Radiography  Unit 
continues  to  operate  in  the  District. 

During  the  month  of  September,  Influenza,  probably  of  Asian  type,  but 
of  a mild  nature  began  to  appear  in  the  district  and  towards  the  end  of  the 
month  information  received  from  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  showed 
that  from  the  increase  in  new  sickness  claims,  it  had  reached  epidem'c  propor- 
tions. Both  adults  and  children  were  affected,  but  symptoms  appeared  to  be 
more  severe  in  adults.  Incidence  in  the  schools  varied,  but  up  to  45%  absentees 
on  this  account  were  recorded  during  October,  average  being  about  30%. 

No  schools  were  closed. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a decline  in  the  number  of  cases. 

The  Registrar  General's  figure  for  deaths  from  Influenza  for  England  and 
Wales  during  this  period  showed  a marked  increase. 

In  June,  the  Government  opened  a campaign  directed  against  the  danger  of 
heavy  smoking  in  connection  with  lung  cancer.  Much  has  been  said  and  written 
on  this  subject,  but  it  still  remains  controversial.  However,  not  to  smoke,  or 
at  least  only  in  moderation  is  advice  which  is  good  at  all  ages  even  for  reasons 
other  than  the  fear  of  cancer  and  particular  efforts  should  be  made  to  prevent 
the  habit  developing  in  young  people.  Posters  warning  the  public  against  the 
danger  of  smoking  have  been  placed  on  Council  Notice  Boards  at  the  request 
of  the  County  Council. 

Rural  areas  have  been  shown  to  have  the  lowest  death  rate  from  lung  cancer 
and  whilst  it  must  be  agreed  that  constitutional  factors  play  an  important  part 
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in  the  incidence  of  this  disease,  there  is  a school  of  thought  which  reasons  that 
tobacco  smoking  rather  than  being  a cause  of  Cancer,  is  really  the  result. 

There  has  been  evidence  during  the  year  of  heavy  rat  infestation  in  some 
of  the  banks  of  rivers  and  dykes.  As  these  rodents  can  act  as  carriers  of  Infective 
Jaundice,  cases  of  which  disease  are  not  unknown  in  the  district,  measures  to- 
wards extermination  should  be  continued. 

Every  opportunity  should  be  taken  to  improve  sewage  disposal  in  the  Dis- 
trict. It  must  be  remembered  in  connection  with  Civil  Defence  that  the  District 
is  an  evacuation  area  and  in  the  event  of  hostilities,  the  existing  services  would 
become  heavily  overburdened. 

With  the  increasing  number  of  aged  people  amongst  the  population,  the 
Home  Help  Service,  as  provided  by  the  Norfolk  County  Council,  is  proving  of 
increasing  benefit  as  it  enables  these  old  people  to  remain  longer  in  their  own 
homes  thus  avoiding  the  need  for  Institutional  care,  which  is  of  benefit  not  only 
to  themselves,  but  also  to  the  ratepayers. 

In  conclusion,  1 wish  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  support,  encourage- 
ment and  guidance  afforded  me  by  members  of  the  Council,  the  Clerk  and 
Officers  of  the  various  departments,  including  the  Local  Health  Office,  during 
the  period  under  review. 

I have  the  honour  to  be  Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  A.  STENHOUSE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


LOCAL  BYELAWS,  etc.  in  operation  in  the  Rural  District  of  Downham 


containing  provisions  relating  to  Health. 

Operating  from 

1.  Building  Byelaws  made  by  the  Council  — 12-12-53 

2.  Clean  Food  Byelaws  made  by  the  Council — 14-8-50 

3.  Byelaws  as  to  the  Sanitary  Condition  and  Management  of 

Private  Slaughterhouses  made  by  the  Council — 1-2-57 

4.  Byelaws  made  by  the  Wisbech  and  District  Water  Board  for 
preventing  waste,  undue  consumption,  misuse  or  contamina- 
tion of  water  supplied  by  them  and 

Regulations  to  be  read  in  conjunction  therewith  — 30-5-55 

5.  Byelaws  as  to  Good  Rule  and  Government  made  by  the 

Norfolk  County  Council — 1-6-55 

6.  Byelaws  made  in  relation  to  the  Employment  of  Children  by 

the  Norfolk  County  Council — 1-12-49 

7.  Byelaws  as  to  Gates  across  and  adjoining  Highways — 29-11-34 

8.  Byelaws  relating  to  the  wearing  of  collars  by  dogs  and  the 

Norfolk  (Control  of  Dogs)  Regulations,  1925 — No  date  specified 

9.  Byelaws  and  Regulations  relating  to  Nursing  Homes  made 

by  the  Noifolk  County  Council^—  No  date  specified 
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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  — 1957 

Area  (in  acres) 124,152 

Population,  1931  (Census)  19,962 

Population,  1951  (Census)  24,508 

Estimated  Population,  1957  24,920 

Estimated  number  of  separate  Dwellings  occupied  1957  6,823 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1957  £180,817 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate,  1957  £660 

Live  Births  378  Rate  17*1 

Rate  Rate  Rate 

Total  Male  Female  Downham  England  Administrative 

Rural  & Wales  County 

Legitimate  355  173  182 

Illegitimate  23  15  8 

378  188  190  17-1  16-1  15-39 


Still  Births  (Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births) 

Total  Male  Female  Downham  England  Administrative 

Rural  & Wales  County 

Legitimate  9 8 1 

Illegitimate  2 — 2 

11  8 3 28-3  22-4  22-51 


Deaths  (all  causes) 

Rate  Rate  Rate 

Total  Male  Female  Downham  England  Administrative 

Rural  & Wales  County 

199  106  93  9-4  11 -5  11-74 

Deaths  (from  Puerperal  causes) 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive  Sepsis  Nil 

Other  Puerperal  causes  Nil 

Infant  Mortality  (Rate  per  1,000  live  births) 

Total  Male  Female  Downham  England  Administrative 

Rural  & Wales  County 

Legitimate  6 5 1 

Illegitimate  1 1 — 

7 6 1 18-5  23-0  22-52 


Deaths  from  — - 

Cancer  (all  ages)  36 

Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Whooping  Cough  Nil 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  Nil 
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Area  

Population 


Section  A 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

124,152  Acres 

24,920 


Deaths.  199  deaths  have  been  assigned  to  the  district  by  the  Registrar  General 
a decrease  of  16  on  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  of  9-4  is  comparable 
with  the  rate  for  all  rural  districts  over  the  last  five  years. 

Births.  378  births  have  been  assigned  to  the  district  by  the  Registrar  General, 
a decrease  of  40  on  the  1956  figure  and  an  increase  of  4 on  the  1955  figure. 

Maternal  Mortality.  There  were  no  niaternal  deaths. 

Infant  Mortality.  The  number  of  infants  dying  under  the  age  of  one  year  was 
seven. 

Nationl  Assistance  Act,  1948.  No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 


Section  B 

1.  GENERAL  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

Norfolk  Executive  Council,  54,  Prince  of  Wales  Road,  Norwich. 

Clerk,  R.  J.  Cobb.  Esq. 

2.  EAST  ANGLIAN  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD. 

Senior  Administrative  Medical  Officer: — -Dr.  J.  B.  EWEN,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 
Croft-Holme,  1 1 7,  Chesterton  Road,  Cambridge. 

(a)  General. 

fi)  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(ii)  West  Norfolk  and  King's  Lynn  Hospital.  King’s  Lynn. 

(iii)  Jenny  Lind  Hospital,  Norwich 

(iv)  St.  James  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn  (For  chronic  sick) 

(v)  The  Howdale  Home,  Downham  Market 

(b)  Maternity. 

(i)  West  Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn  Hospital  (Maternity  Unit) 

(ii)  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge 

(iii)  Bowthorpe  Maternity  Hospital,  Wisbech 

(c)  Infectious. 

(i)  County  Isolation  Hospital,  East  Dereham 

(ii)  Isolation  Hospital,  King's  Lynn 

(iii)  Isolation  Hospital.  Bowthorpe  Road.  Norwich 

(d)  Sanatoria. 

(i)  Kelling  Sanatorium,  HoL 

(ii)  Bramblewood  Sanatorium,  Holt 

(e)  Mental. 

(i)  St.  Andrew’s  Hospital,  Norwich 

(ii)  Hellesdon  Hospital,  Norwich 

(iii)  Heckingham  Sanatorium,  Norwich 

(iv)  Little  Plumstead,  Norwich 
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3.  MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

(a)  District  Nurses  (showing  Parishes  and  Villages  served)  : - 

Nurse  Gerrard,  Munson’s  Place,  Feltwell,  Thetford. 

(Feltwell,  Hockwold). 

Nurse  Hunns,  Lower  Green,  Methwold,  Thetford.  (Methwold). 

Nurse  Smith,  Nurse’s  Cottage,  Stow,  King’s  Lynn. 

(wimbotsham,  Stow,  Wormegay,  South  Runcton,  Stone  Cross  Estate) 
Nurse  Porter,  Nurse's  Home,  Nordelph.  (Downham  West,  Nordelph). 
Nurse  Harris,  Nurse's  House,  Buckenham  Drive,  Stoke  Ferry. 

(Northwold,  Stoke  Ferry,  Whittington). 

Nurse  Fitt-Savage,  6,  Queen’s  Place,  Wiggenhall  St.  Germans. 

( Wiggenhall  St.  Mary  the  Virgin,  Wiggenhall  St.  Germans,  Wiggen- 
hall St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Watlington,  Tottenhill). 

Nurs;  E.  ?.  Harrington,  Nurse’s  House,  Buckenham  Drive,  Stoke  Ferry 
(Marham,  Shouldham,  Shouldham  Thorpe,  Stradsett,  Fincham, 
Barton  Bendish). 

(Temporary)  Mrs.  Bunkall,  The  Cottage,  Sluice  Road,  Denver. 

(Denver,  Ryston,  Fordham,  Hilgay,  Southery). 

Nurse  Williams,  2,  Queen’s  Close,  Wereham. 

(Crimplesham,  West  Dereham.  Wereham,  Boughton,  Wretton). 
Nurse  Armitagc,  62.  Station  Road,  Middleton.  (Setch). 

(b)  Maternity. 

Beds  in  Regional  Hospital  Board  Establishments. 

Stow  Hall  Maternity  Home.  Stow  Bardolph. 

4.  AMBULANCE  AND  HOSPITAL  CAR  SERVICE. 

This  is  a County  Council  function  and  is  controlled  by  the  Joint  Ambu- 
lance Committee. 

The  Downham  Rural  Area  is  jointly  served  by  the  Downham  Market, 
King's  Lynn  and  Thetford  Ambulances.  Infectious  Disease  cases  are  con- 
veyed by  East  Dereham  and  King’s  Lynn  Infectious  Disease  Ambulances. 

The  Hospital  Car  Service  is  administered  from  the  Local  Health  Office. 
The  Howdale.  Downham  Market. 

5.  RED  CROSS  AND  ST.  JOHN  MEDICAL  LOAN  DEPOTS. 

(a)  Wiggenhall  St.  Germans — Mrs.  Richer. 

(b)  Watlington — Mrs.  Thomas. 

(c)  Marham  Mrs.  F.  Brown. 

(d)  Downham  Market  — Mrs.  I.  Burbeck. 

6.  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

(a)  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

(i)  Downham  Market 

(ii)  Wimbotsham 

(iii)  Methwold 

(iv)  Feltwell 

The  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  attends  at  the  above 
Sessions. 

In  addition.  Village  Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  held  monthly  at  the 
following  villages  — Fincham,  Hockwold,  Hilgay,  Northwold,  Shouldham, 
Southery,  Stoke  Ferry,  Watlington,  Welney,  West  Dereham,  Magdalen, 
Wormegay,  St.  Germans,  Nordelph  and  Marham. 
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(b)  School  Dental  Clinic. 

There  is  at  present  no  School  Dentist  serving  this  area. 


(c)  Home  Help  Service. 

The  County  Home  Help  Scheme  is  doing  excellent  work  and  Home  Helps 
are  at  present  available  for  the  following  parishes  and  villages  ° 

Bendish,  Feltwell,  Hockwold.  Northwold.  Stoke  Fen-y,  Wereham  West 
Dereham,  Stow  Bridge,  Watlington,  Magdalen,  St.  Germans,  Methwold, 
Denver,  Ten  Mile  Bank,  Southery,  Hilgay,  Fincham.  Setch,  lottenhili, 
Wimbotsham.  Runcton  Holme  and  Bexwell. 


7.  VENERAL  DISEASE  CLINIC. 

West  Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn  Hospital. 

Males:  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  — 6 p.rn. 

Females  and  Children  : Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays  3 p.m. 

8.  DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 

(i)  Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  by  the  Senior  Public  Health 

Inspector’s  Staff. 

(ii)  Disinfestation  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  which  cannot  be  carried  out 

by  this  department,  are  sent  to  the  East  Dereham  Isolation  Hospital. 

9.  LABORATORY  SERVICES. 

(a)  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Bowthorpe  Road,  Norwich. 

Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  I.  M.  Dowsett. 

(b)  Public  Analyst,  Mr.  Eric  Wood,  Ph.D.,  A.R.C.S.,  F.R.I.C. 

Clarence  House,  6,  Clarence  Road,  Norwich. 

(c)  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Tennis  Court  Road,  Cambridge. 


Section  C 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

SCARLET  FEVER  — 9 cases  were  notified. 

DIPHTHERIA  — No  cases  were  notified. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

This  is  carried  out  when  requested  at  infant  welfare  centres  and  schools. 

The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  children  either  primarily  im- 
munised by  a full  course  of  injections,  or  stimulated  to  maximum  immun- 
ity by  booster  doses,  during  the  last  five  years  : — - 


1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

191 

187 

226 

566 

420 

PNEUMONIA  — 36  cases  were  notified. 

ERYSIPELAS  — 4 cases  were  notified. 

MEASLES — 1088  cases  were  notified  and  there  were  no  deaths.  Statistics  of 
complications  arising  from  these  cases  are  not  available. 

INFECTIVE  JAUNDICE  - No  cases  were  notified. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS  — 3 paralytic  cases  were  notified,  there  were  no 
deaths. 

TUBERCULOSIS  — 6 cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  and  there 
were  two  deaths.  1 case  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  notified. 

CLOSURE  OF  SCHOOLS  — Nil. 


Table  No.  1 


Section  D 

STATISTICAL  TABLES,  1957 

Causes  of  Death 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  

— 

— 

— 

3 

Syphilitic  diseases  

— 

— 

— 

4 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Meningococcal  infections  

— 

— 

— 

7 

Acute  F oliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

10 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  

3 

4 

7 

11 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . 

2 

1 

3 

12 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  

1 

1 

2 

13 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

1 

1 

14 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neo- 
plasms   

12 

11 

23 

15 

Leukaemia  

— 

— 



15 

Diabetes  

2 

2 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. . . . 

12 

13 

25 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

15 

8 

23 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

4 

5 

20 

Other  heart  diseases  

16 

14 

30 

21 

Other  Circulatory  diseases  

7 

14 

21 

22 

Influenza  

2 

— 

2 

23 

. neumonia  

9 

5 

14 

24 

Bronchitis  

3 

2 

5 

25 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

2 

1 

3 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .... 

1 

1 

2 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

_ 

— 



23 

Nephritis.  Nephrosis  

1 

— 

i 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate  

1 

— 

i 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 



31 

Congenital  malformations  

2 

— 

2 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases. . 

6 

9 

15 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  

6 

— 

6 

34 

-All  other  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

35 

Suicide  

2 

— 

2 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

All  causes. . . . 

106 

93 

199 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  CHILDREN  Table  No.  2 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  — 1957 


1 

2 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

AG-E 

IN  WEEKS 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-52 

Congenital  malformations  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Diseases  of  early  infancy : 

(a)  Congenital  abnormality 

3 

— 

— 

3 

(b)  Premature  birth  

1 

_ 

— 

— 

i 

(c)  Injury  at  birth 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

(d)  Atelectasis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

(e)  Others  

— 

1 

' 

— 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory 
System  

— 

— 

— 

i 

Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  Disease  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Infectious  Disease  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overlaying  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Violence  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

All  other  causes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

i 

Total.  . . . 

5 

i 

1 

7 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  — 1957  Table  No.  3 


Notification  in  Age  Groups  — 


DISEASE 

AGES 

Total 

Removed 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Under 

1 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35-  45- 

65  & 

over 

Measles 

17 

59 

72 

91 

109 

601 

110 

18 

6 

3 2 

1088 

Whooping  C. 

3 

3 

5 

8 

5 

24 

3 

— 

— — 

— 

51 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

2 

— 

— 

5 

2 

2 

1 

5 8 

11 

36 

1 

..  I 

Infec.  Jaundice 

— 

j 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

6 

2 

— 

1 

. 

— 

9 

— 



Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 



— 

1 





Erysipelas  ... 

2 

4 

— 

— 

Non-ParaPolio 

— 

— 





Paralytic  Polio 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 



— 

3 

3 

i 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 — 

5 

2 

TOTALS 

23 

63 

77 

100 

115 

638 

118 

20 

9 

9 12 

13 

1197 

6 

— 

(101 


Table  No.  4 


MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  — 1957 

(other  than  Tuberculosis) 


DISEASE 

Jan 

Feb 

Ma 

Apr 

May  Jun 

July,Aug  Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

De 

Total 

Measles 

22 

14 

24 

214 

133 

373 

228 

56 

8 

1 

— 

15 

1088 

Whooping  C. 

13 

7 

14 

— 

6 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

— 

51 

Pneumonia  ... 

3 

4 

5 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

5 

4 

9 

36 

Infec. Jaundice 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

9 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  ... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Non-Para  Polio 

Paralytic  Polio 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

Dysentery  ••• 

3 

1 

1 

5 

TOTALS 

39 

28 

44 

216 

142 

384 

232 

62 

11 

9 

5 

25 

1197 

Table  No.  5 


NEW  CASES  OF  AND  DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS  — 1957 


AGE 

IN  YEARS 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

Non  Respir. 

Respiratory 

Non  Respir. 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

— 1 
— 5 
—15 
—25 
—35 
—45 
—55 
—65 

65  & over 

I 1 1 H.  U-  1 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 II  1 II  1 1 1 

TOTALS 

4 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 
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Total 


Section  E 


REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  pleasure  in  reporting  upon  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  during 
1 957. 

It  was  possible  to  proceed  under  the  Housing  Acts  against  about  half  of  the 
numoer  of  unfit  houses  dealt  with  during  1956,  in  spite  of  the  further  consider- 
able reduction  in  house  building.  34%  of  the  families  displaced  by  this  action 
were  accommodated  in  Council  Houses,  and  the  rest  found  other  accommoda- 
tion themselves  prior  to  the  action  taking  place.  A table  is  included  which  sum- 
marizes Housing  Act  action  from  30th  July,  1955  (the  date  when  substantial 
slum  clearance  was  recommenced)  until  31st  March,  1958. 

More  progress  was  made  in  the  closure  of  the  Council’s  own  temporary 
houses  at  Stone  Cross  Estate,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  the  final  closure  of 
the  very  unsatisfactory  Methwold  Camp  hutments  by  31st  December. 

So  far  there  have  been  relatively  few  enquiries  at  the  office  under  the  Rent 
Act,  1957. 

It  is  again  necessary  to  comment  on  the  urgent  need  for  sewage  schemes  in 
the  district.  The  improvements  in  sanitary  facilities  at  individual  premises 
results  in  large  volumes  of  sewage  becoming  a public  responsibility  in  one  way 
o'-  another,  and  this  bulk  sewage  must  be  disposed  of  without  danger  to  health 
or  nuisance.  This  is  a technically  difficult  and  most  expensive  matter,  even  at 
modern  works,  and  money  must  be  found  to  provide  proper  treatment.  The 
“out  of  sight,  out  of  mind”  attitude  of  many  people  which  eventually  results 
in  oroblems  ’ike  the  polluted  Watercourse  at  Shouldham,  must  be  constantly 
countered.  T^em  se~ms  little  doubt  that  the  reported  increase  in  Bovine  Cysti- 
cercosis,  wh'ch  is  a stane  in  the  development  of  a human  tapeworm,  is  a warn- 
ing that  sewage  treatment  is  being  neglected  in  many  areas.  Even  where  sewage 
:s  col’ectcd  bv  private  contractors  there  is  very  little  public  health  control  over 
disnosal.  Mention  should  be  made,  however,  of  the  virtual  completion  of  the 
first  public  sewerage  scheme  in  the  district,  albeit  a small  one.  at  Downham  West. 
This  was,  of  course,  necessitated  bv  the  Flood  Protection  Scheme  of  the  Great 
Ouse  River  Board.  The  sewage  will  be  conducted  to  the  Downham  Urban  Dis- 
trict Council’s  sewage  works  for  treatment. 

100%  inspection  was  made  in  respect  of  food  animals  known  to  have  been 
slaughtered  in  the  district,  and  occasional  inspections  were  made  of  meat  and 
other  food  broueht  from  outside.  There  are  several  poultry  packing  stations  in 
vour  area,  one  of  which  is  being  extensively  modernised  ; it  does  seem  that 
there  is  a gap  in  the  food  inspection  service  nationally  in  that  it  is  not  possible 
to  inspect  these  poultry  at  the  time  of  slaughter.  There  seems  very  little  that  can 
be  done  at  fhe  nresen*.  however  Improvement  work  in  the  provision  of  more 
hygenic  facilities  at  a!'  types  of  food  p’-emises  went  ahead  satisfactorily  during 
the  year. 

Mr.  T.  Os'er  of  Denver  left  your  service  as  Clerk  in  the  Health  Department 
to  join  a nearby  Authority,  and  the  position  was  filled  by  Miss  G.  Lewis  of 
Salter’s  Lode  on  the  1st  August. 

I greatlv  appreciate  the  assistance  and  co-operation  given  by  members  and 
all  Officers  of  the  Council  during  the  year. 
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Summary  of  Visits. 

Water  Supply  70 

Drainage  and  Sanitation  534 

Moveable  Dwellings  40 

Piggeries  1 

Factories  9 

Bakehouses  3 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  225 

Salvage  6 

Housing  903 

Petroleum  48 

Rodent  Control  2 

Meat  Inspection  797 

Slaughterhouses  3 

Food  Premises  241 

Milk  and  Dairies  5 

Licensed  Premises  1 

Infectious  Disease  20 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  222 


Total  3130 


COMPLAINTS  AND  NUISANCES. 

116  complaints  were  entered  in  the  Register,  investigated  and  dealt  with. 

The  complaints  were  mainly  of  unsatisfactory  drainage,  housing  defects  and 
smells  from  accumulations  of  refuse,  manure  and  the  keeping  of  animals. 

In  addition,  verbal  notice  was  sufficient  in  numerous  cases  to  bring  about  the 
improvements  required,  or  to  secure  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 

NOTICES  SERVED. 


The  number  of  written  Notices,  other  than  Housing  Act  Notices,  served  dur- 
ing the  year  was  86,  classified  as  follows  : — 


Informal 
( Letters ) 

Statutory 

\ Complied 

Complied  with  Notices 
with  served  dur- 

ing 1956 

Housing  Repairs  .... 

18 

2 

11 

9 

Drainage  

24 

— 

16 

1 

Food  Premises  

26 

— 

7 17 

Dirty  Conditions  .... 

3 

— 

3 

Water  Supply  

7 

— 

4 

2 

Miscellaneous  

5 

1 

6 

— 

Totals  . . 

83 

3 

47 

29 

In  addition,  verbal  notice  was  sufficient  in  numerous  cases  to  bring  about  the 
improvements  required,  or  to  secure  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 
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FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES. 


(a)  General. 

24]  visits  were  made  during  the  year.  A large  number  of  the  shops  have  now 
complied  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  the  main  new  requirements  of 
which  are  those  relating  to  the  provision  of  hot  water,  washbasins  and  sinks. 

There  has  been  a most  noticeable  improvement  in  the  display  of  foodstuffs 
such  as  cakes,  sweets  etc.  which  are  now  mostly  wrapped  in  polythene  or  cello- 
phane paper.  The  number  of  shops  with  refrigerated  display  cabinets  continues 
to  increase.  A small  number  of  shops  have  either  closed  or  changed  hands  as 
the  owners  were  not  willing  to  comply  with  the  Regulations. 

There  are  quite  a number  of  licensed  houses  which  are  known  not  to  comply 
fully  with  the  Regulations,  and  these  will  be  inspected  in  the  coming  year. 

Dissatisfaction  must  be  expressed  in  relation  to  the  cleansing  and  storage  of 
of  returnable  fish  containers  at  fish  and  chip  preparation  premises,  and  con- 
siderable attention  will  be  given  to  these  in  the  future.  Wooden  containers  are 
often  left  unwashed  for  long  periods  on  the  ground  at  the  rear  of  the  premises, 
where  they  doubtless  receive  frequent  attention  from  dogs,  cats,  rats,  etc. 

Mention  was  made  in  a previous  report  of  the  practice  in  many  general  shops 
of  having  open  foodstuffs  mixed  up  with  other  goods,  but  it  is  pleasing  to  record 
that  many  shops  have  now  established  a separate  “food  section”. 

There  are  at  least  three  poultry  packing  stations  in  the  district  which  are  re- 
ceiving attention  under  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  and  the  position  at  these 
premises  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  possibly  unfit  birds  is  being  studied. 

At  31st  December,  there  were  in  the  District  : — 

3 Fishmongers  (selling  wet  fish) 

14  Fish  Friers  (including  3 mobile  units) 

9 Bakehouses 

22  Butchers  Shops 
9 Licensed  Slaughterhouses 

4 Cafes 

92  Licensed  Houses 
3 Greengrocers 
124  General  Food  Shops 

5 Mobile  Food  shops  operating. 

(b)  Ice-Cream. 

Five  new  premises  were  registered  during  the  year  and  two  persons  ceased  to 
sell.  At  31st  December,  1957,  63  premises  were  selling  ice-cream,  all  of  it  being 
prepacked  and  prepared  by  the  large  companies.  No 'manufacture  of  ice-cream 
is  carried  on  in  the  District. 

18  samples  were  taken  from  4 sources  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory.  All  were  bacteriologically  satisfactory 

(c)  Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection. 

There  were  nine  private  slaughterhouses  licensed  in  the  District  at  31st  Decem- 
ber. all  being  licensed  until  31st  July,  1959.  except  the  one  at  Methwold  which 
is  licensed  until  31st  December,  1958.  This  slaughterhouse  changed  hands  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Situation  of  premises  : — 

Marham — 1.  Stoke  Ferry  — 2.  Methwold  — 1.  Hilgay 1. 

Watlington  — 1.  Stow  Bridge— 1.  Magdalen — 1.  Feltwell 1. 
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The  pattern  of  slaughtering  is  much  the  same  all  the  year  round,  six  small 
slaughterhouses  owned  by  butchers  operating  on  an  average  about  three  days 
p^r  week  each,  one  and  a half  to  four  hours  each  day. 

Hardly  any  slaughtering  is  done  at  the  other  three  premises.  Two  butchers 
slaughter  regularly  on  a Sunday,  and  two  occasionally. 

100%  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  was  maintained,  and  it  is  pleasing 
to  record  the  excellent  co-operation  received  from  butchers  in  Meat  Inspection 
generally.  Regular  ante-mortem  inspection  of  animals,  and  the  presence  of  in- 
spectors at  the  time  of  slaughter  was  not  possible,  however. 

The  Council  adopted  Byelaws  relating  to  the  Sanitary  Conditions  and  Manage- 
ment of  Private  Slaughterhouses,  and  these  came  into  operation  on  1st  Feb- 
ruary, 1957. 

There  were  no  complaints  from  the  public  arising  out  of  the  use  of  any  of  the 
slaughterhouses,  and  generally  sanitary  conditions  were  maintained  satisfactorily. 

The  Slaughterhouses  Bill  was  published  during  the  year,  and  also  Draft 
Regulations  relating  to  the  standard  of  construction  etc.  to  be  observed  at 
slaughterhouses.  The  owners  of  slaughterhouses  were  asked  to  state  their  views 
on  the  draft  regulations  by  31st  December  for  consideration  by  the  Council  in 
formulating  policy,  but  no  observations  were  received.  No  doubt  the  Council 
will  be  giving  consideration  to  the  matter  during  the  next  year. 

Condemned  meat  was  again  disposed  of  by  burial  (in  some  cases  by  the  Coun- 
cil’s own  stafH  or  by  sale  to  a Knacker  Dealer  after  being  dyed  green  by  your 
Officers. 

Regulations  prohibiting  the  distribution  of  such  meat  until  after  proper  steri- 
lisation was  still  awaited  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(d)  Slaughtermen. 

The  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  in  the  District  at  31st  December,  1957, 
was  33. 
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(-)  Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part  during  the  year. 
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one  carcase  condemned  as  also  affected  with  generalised  Tuberculosis.  Two  carcases  cut  into  retail  joints  and  examined 


(f)  Condemned  Meat. 

Beasts  lbs. 

— - carcase  meat  894 

— -head  and  offal 2004 

Pigs 

— carcase  meat  182 

— head  and  offal ‘572 

Sheep 

— offal  3 


Total  weight  condemned  3655  lbs.  or  lton  124cwts.  approx. 

The  amount  of  meat  condemned  during  the  year  was  144cwts.  less  than  that 
condemned  in  1956,  although  almost  the  same  number  of  animals  was  inspected. 
There  was  a noticeable  decrease  in  the  percentage  of  animals  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  (cattle — 1-66%,  pigs  — 0-92%).  A considerable  decrease  also 
occurred  in  the  percentage  of  animals  affected  with  all  diseases  (except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticercus  Bovis)  — cattle  — 5-06%,  pigs  — 4-06%,  Sheep — 1-85% 

It  has  been  observed  that  local  cattle  purchased  for  slaughter  have  a consider- 
ably lower  disease  ratio  than  other  animals,  particularly  with  regard  to  infec- 
tions of  the  liver. 

One  feature  causing  concern  is  that  ten  cases  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  were  found 
agamst  none  in  1956,  although  this  is  largely  attributable  to  a more  detailed 
routine  examination. 

In  seven  of  the  ten  cases,  the  affected  part  was  condemned,  and  the  rest  of  the 
carcase  and  offal  was  subjected  to  refrigeration  at  Downham  Market,  while  one 
case  was  also  affected  by  Generalised  Tuberculosis  and  the  whole  carcase  and 
offal  was  condemned.  In  the  other  two  cases,  only  one  completely  degenerated 
cyst  could  be  found  in  the  affected  part,  after  the  carcase  had  been  cut  up  into 
ietail  joints  and  minute  examination  made.  Refrigeration  was,  therefore,  con- 
sidered unnecessary. 

The  following  food  was  also  condemned  — 4-  lib.  packets  of  rice. 

(g)  Registration  of  Premises  for  the  preparation  and  manufacture  of  sausages. 

On  checking  old  records  it  was  found  that  no  premises  were  registered  for  the 
preparation  and  manufacture  of  sausages.  All  Butchers  were  notified  that  regis- 
tration was  necessary  and.  at  the  end  of  the  year  10  premises  had  been  registered. 

(h)  Milk  and  Dairies. 

At  the  31st  December,  1957,  7 dairies  and  27  distributors  were  registered  by 
the  Council.  3 new  registrations  (including  1 dairy  premises)  and  one  transfer 
of  registration  were  made  during  the  year. 

With  regard  to  designated  milk  the  following  “Dealers”  Licences  were  issued  : 

15  “Tuberculin  Tested”,  15  “Pasteurised”,  1 “Sterilised”. 

In  addition  the  following  “Supplementary  Dealers”  Licences  were  issued  to 
persons  trading  from  premises  outside  the  district  : 

12  “Tuberculin  Tested”,  12  “Pasteurised”,  6 “Sterilised”. 

The  District  does  not  yet  form  part  of  a “Specified  Area”  but  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture.  Fisheries  and  Food  were  carrying  out  preliminary  enquiries  with 
this  end  in  view. 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  the  County  Council  Staff  took  39  samples  of  milk 
from  32  non-designated  herds  in  the  District,  all  of  which,  on  examination 
proved  negative  to  tuberculosis.  There  was  a considerable  reduction  in  samples 
taken  from  the  previous  year,  this  being  mainly  due  to  petrol  rationing.  Routine 
examinations  for  Brucelle  Abortus  are  not  now  carried  out  due  to  restrictions 
in  guinea  pig  supplies. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  is  one  licensed  Knacker  Yard  in  the  District  at  High  Street,  Eincham 
and  conditions  during  the  year  were  satisfactory.  Only  a small  business  is  carried 
on. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Four  Site  Licences  for  trailer  caravans  were  issued  during  the  year,  the  loca- 
tions being  at  Shouldham,  Feltwell,  Marham  and  Methwold  Hythe.  The  pre- 
scribed sanitary  conditions  were  generally  adhered  to,  although  frequent  re- 
minders are  necessary  at  one  site. 

About  fourteen  licences  were  in  force  throughout  the  year  in  respect  of  in- 
dividual caravans,  and  sanitary  conditions  were  satisfactory. 

There  are  quite  a number  of  trailer  caravans  situated  in  the  area  which 
require  Planning  Permission  only,  and  there  are  others  from  time  to  time  which 
stay  less  than  the  statutory  periods  for  which  a licence  or  Planning  Permission 
is  necessary,  viz.  : Planning  Acts  — 28  days.  Public  Flealth  Act  42  days. 

Others  stay  longer  than  the  permitted  periods  without  permission,  and  the 
task  of  following  up  each  case  is  quite  difficult. 

One  single  legal  code  for  moveable  dwellings  is  long  overdue. 

HOUSING. 

(a)  General. 

Building  of  12  Council  Bungalows  at  Feltwell  and  8 at  Wereham  went  ahead 
during  the  year  for  slum  clearance  needs,  and  the  Council  decided  to  build  10 
more  at  Stow  Bridge  and  6 at  Wiggenhall  St.  Mary  Magdalen  during  1958.  Many 
very  bad  houses  are  built  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Ouse,  and  it  was  con- 
sidered that  action  here  would  also  assist  the  flood  protection  operations  of  the 
Great  Ouse  River  Board. 

In  addition,  it  was  decided  to  erect  4 three-bedroom  Council  Houses  at  South- 
ery  and  6 at  Methwold  to  meet  other  needs  during  1958. 

Three  tables  setting  out  the  results  of  Housing  Act  procedure  are  included  at 
the  end  of  this  section,  and  Table  3 has  been  completed  up  to  31st  March,  1958 
so  as  to  give  an  up-to-date  picture  of  the  slum  clearance  situation. 

It  must  again  be  recorded  that  formal  action  to  secure  the  repair  of  unfit 
but  repairable  houses  under  the  Housing  Acts  has  not  yet  been  followed.  It  is 
considered  that  in  spite  of  the  payment  of  Improvement  Grants,  the  Council’s 
programme  is  out  of  balance,  and  it  is  suggested  that  consideration  might  suit- 
ably be  given  to  operating  the  repair  section  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Improvement  Grants  made  during  the  year  totalled  38,  covered  45  dwellings 
and  involved  payment  of  the  sum  of  £10.270. 

The  much  discussed  Rent  Bill  became  law  on  6th  July,  1957.  Subsequently,  the 
number  of  enquiries  at  the  Office  was  far  lower  than  had  been  expected,  and  by 
the  end  of  the  year,  only  five  applications  had  been  made  for  Certificates  of  Dis- 
repair. Three  certificates  were  subsequently  issued,  and  two  Undertakings  to 
Repair  were  accepted.  It  is  known  that  a large  number  of  landlords  have  not 
bothered  to  claim  the  increases  permitted  by  the  Act.  The  Act  is  a “Landlord 
and  Tenant”  Act,  the  repair  provisions  of  which  are  designed  to  arrest  decay, 
and  little  improvement  to  house  property  is  expected,  at  least,  in  this  District. 

(b)  Council  Houses. 

PERMANENT  HOUSES. 

10  Bungalows  were  completed  during  the  year,  and  at  the  31st  December,  a 
further  16  Bungalows  were  under  construction. 

Due  to  financial  restrictions,  no  houses  were  modernised. 
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TEMPORARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

At  31st  December,  81  hutments  were  still  in  use  at  the  Stone  Cross  Estate,  a 
reduction  of  15  during  the  year,  whilst  at  Methwold  Airfield,  the  last  three 
licencees  had  been  rehoused,  and  your  Clerk  was  taking  steps  to  de-requisition 
the  land  used  for  temporary  housing  purposes. 

WAITING  LISTS. 

in  October,  1957,  the  analysis  of  the  waiting  lists  showed  a total  of  331  separ- 
ate applications  for  accommodation  against  314  in  1956,  307  in  1955  and  317 
in  1954. 

Many  of  these  applicants  occupied  houses  classified  as  unfit  and  incapable  of 
economic  repair,  but  the  practice  of  presenting  to  letting  Committees  a separ- 
ate list  of  all  tenants  of  such  houses,  where  no  appli§ation  had  in  fact  been 
made,  was  continued. 

The  greatest  apparent  need  for  accommodation  was  again  at  Feltwell,  with 
Methwold  and  Wimbotsham  equal  second,  but  the  higher  number  of  unfit  houses 
in  some  other  parishes  assumes  greater  importance. 

One  patient  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  was  rehoused  during  the  year.  21 
families  were  rehoused  by  the  Council  from  unfit  private  houses  and  3 from 
Methwold  Airfield  and  Stone  Cross  Estate  during  the  year. 

GENERALLY. 

At  31st  December,  the  number  of  dwellings  controlled  by  the  Council  was  as 


follows  : — 

Traditional  Houses  : — 

(a)  Pre-war  420 

(b)  Post-war  668 

Pre-fabricated  Houses  76 

Temporary  Houses  (Stone  Cross  Estate)  81 

Flats  8 

Other  Properties  (6  cottages  purchased  during  1957) 13 


Total  1266 


(c)  Private  Enterprise  Housing. 

34  Permanent  houses  and  1 temporary  house  were  completed  during  the  year, 
the  permanent  houses  including  7 bungalow  prefabricated  houses  with  brick 
‘skins’. 

19  Permanent  houses  were  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Table  1. 

HOUSING  ACT  ACTION 


Barton  Bendish  

Boughton  

Crimplesham  

Denver  

Dereham  West  

Downham  West  incl. 

Salter’s  Lode 

Feltwell  

Fincham  

Fordham  

Hilgay  incl. 

Ten  Mile  Bank 

Hockwold  

Marham  

Methwold  

Nordelph  

Northwold  

Runcton  Holme  

Ryston  

Shouldham  

Shouldham  Thorpe  ... 
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Table  2. 


HOUSING  ACT  ACTION  — 1945  — 29th  July,  1955 


Closing 

Under- 

Houses 

Houses 

Houses 

Orders 

takings 

demolished 

demolished 

repaired 

made 

accepted 

formal 

action 

informally 

formal 

action 

Boughton  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Denver  

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Dereham  West  1 

Downham  West  incl. 

— 

3 

1 

— 

Salters 

Lode..  2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Feltwell  

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

Fincham  

Hilgay  incl. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ten  Mile 

Bank.  . 1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Marham  

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Methwold  

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Nordelph  

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Northwold  .... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Southery  

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Shouldham  .... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Stoke  Ferry  .... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

Stow  Bardolph 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Welney  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Wereham  

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

St.  Germans  .... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Magdalen  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wretton  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

19 

8 

22 

4 

1 
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Table  3.  HOUSING  ACTS  ACTION  TAKEN 


PARISH 

No.  of 
Council 
Houses  at 
31-3-58 

Estimated 
No.  of 
houses  in 
Parish  at 
31-3-58 

Cat.  5 
houses  still 
to  be 
dealt  with 

No.  of  Cat. 
5 houses  re- 
ported to 
Council  as 
at  30-7-55 

Oc.  Unoc. 

No.  of 
additional 
houses 
placed  in 
Cat.  5 

Reduc.  in 
No.  of  Cat. 
5 houses  as 
result  of 
vol.  dem. 
or  repairs 

Barton  Bendish  . 

6 

91 

10 

11 

1 

1 

— 

Boughton  

4 

63 

5 

5 

— 

— 

' 

Crimplesham 

16 

75 

3 

4 

2 

1 

Denver  

47 

277 

20 

20 

4 

1 

— 

Dereham  West  . . . 
Downham  West 

18 

158 

7 

10 

1 

9 

4 

inc.  Salters  Lode 

21 

129 

18 

25 

3 

1 

5 

Feltwell  

127 

494 

22 

31 

1 

6 

— 

Fincham  

8 

183 

8 

11 

4 

— 

1 

Fordham  

Hilgay  incl. 

' ' 

49 

1 

1 

2 

Ten  Mile  Bank 

94 

489 

43 

59 

1 

8 

1 

Hockwold  

48 

238 

22 

30 

3 

9 

9 

Marham  

44 

185 

10 

16 

1 

8 

3 

Methwold  

*112 

488 

27 

26 

11 

17 

1 

Northwold  

60 

336 

15 

14 

5 

5 

— 

Nordelph  

Ryston  inc. 

48 

182 

11 

13 

2 

3 

“ 

Stone  Cross 

|82 

155 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Runcton  Holme 

12 

133 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

Shouldham  Thorpe 

— 

71 

5 

7 

— 

— 

1 

houldham  

8 

144 

4 

7 

2 

— 

1 

Southery  

112 

401 

17 

36 

5 

1 

■ — 

Stoke  Ferry  

55 

261 

21 

21 

2 

9 

1 

Stow  Bardolph 

52 

367 

30 

37 

4 

19 

7 

Stradsett  

— 

30 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Tottenhill  

4 

87 

14 

19 

— - 

— 

— 

Watlington  

34 

250 

3 

9 

— 

3 

6 

Welney  

34 

232 

21 

20 

8 

13 

16 

Wereham  

24 

163 

6 

25 

6 

5 

5 

Wimbotsham 

30 

227 

2 

8 

— 

1 

4 

St.  Germans  

64 

274 

18 

24 

7 

11 

10 

St.  Mary’s  

4 

99 

8 

11 

1 

1 

— 

Magdalen  

68 

276 

30 

42 

2 

3 

7 

Wormegay  

18 

120 

7 

15 

— 

1 

2 

Wretton  

12 

96 

14 

26 

1 

— 

— 

Totals  

1266 

6823 

428 

588 

83 

138 

86 

* including  8 Flats  t Hutments 
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WITH  REGARD  TO  UNFIT  HOUSES  — 30-7-55  — 31-3-58 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

houses  re- 

No.  of 

No.  of 

houses  on 

No.  of 

No.  of 

houses  in 

paired  as 

houses 

houses 

which  for- 

houses  sub- 

houses 

respect  of 

result  of 

demolished 

demolished 

mal  action 

ject  to  un- 

subject  to 

which 

Formal 

formally 

informally 

for  dem. 

dertaking 

Closing 

action 

Hous.  Act 
Procedure 

pending 

Orders 

commenced 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 



2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 



1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

5 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

4 

2 

— 

2 

5 

2 

'l 

1 

12 

8 

2 

2 

— 

5 

J 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

8 

6 

1 

4 

5 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

7 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

8 

3 

1 

4 

3 



— 

1 

9 

1 

1 

i 

2 

3 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

3 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

2 

1 1 

L 

4 

1 

L 

i 

2 

5 

1 

1 

13 

— 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

2 

3 

1 

1 

A 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

6 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

8 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

15 

78 

33 

25 

| 28 

112 

10 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  collection  of  refuse  from  the  kerbside  once  a fortnight  was  again  main- 
tained throughout  the  District.  Some  isolated  properties  received  less  frequent 
service. 

A full  report  on  the  refuse  collection  and  disposal  service  was  made  to  the 
Council  in  July,  and  again  in  October,  and  certain  decisions  were  made,  notably 
as  follows  : — 

(1)  That  consideration  be  given  to  acquiring,  for  the  disposal  of  refuse,  a 

disused  drain  at  Ten  Mile  Bank  and  also  the  use  of  a worked-out  gravel 
pit  at  Runcton  Holme. 

(2)  That  it  be  the  Council’s  policy  ultimately  to  persist  in  the  provision  of 

proper  dustbins  by  occupiers  throughout  the  District,  and  that  cam- 
paigns in  support  thereof  be  launched  in  various  parishes  from  time  to 
time.  The  time  was  not  considered  opportune  for  the  launching  of  a bin 
hire  scheme. 

(3)  That  the  employment  of  mechanical  plant  from  time  to  time  for  refuse 

tip  control  be  authorised. 

The  last  recommendation  will  undoubtedly  be  of  considerable  assistance,  as 
tip  control  is  still  a most  difficult  matter. 

The  Wimbotsham  tip  was  filled  and  closed  during  the  year,  and  an  old  tip 
at.  Wereham  was  re-opened.  No  less  than  four  tips  were  on  fire  for  certain 
periods  of  ‘he  year,  i.e.  those  at  Whittington.  Shouldham.  Fincham  and  Feltwell. 
Soil  cover  for  the  tips  was  obtained  from  Stow  Bardolph  and  Wereham  Gravel 
Companies  and  other  sources.  Seven  tips  were  in  use  throughout  the  year. 

A new  van-type  moving  floor  refuse  collection  vehicle  was  ordered  during  the 
year  to  replace  one  of  the  existing  vehicles,  which  has  been  in  service  for  seven 
years,  and  it  was  decided  that  a diesel  power  unit  be  incorporated. 

(b)  Salvage  of  Waste  Paper. 

28  tons  were  sent  to  the  Mills  during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1958,  and  a 
surplus  of  £169  resulted.  A maximum  amount  of  5 tons  of  paper  per  quarter 
was  allowed  to  be  sent  for  most  of  the  time,  but  this  was  increased  to  8 tons  later. 

Waste  paper  is  baled  by  the  men  in  their  own  time  at  specific  rates  per  bale 
according  to  grade. 

(c)  Pail  Emptying. 

Pail  Closets  wore  emptied  once  weekly  during  the  daytime  in  the  Parishes 
of  Hilgay,  Denver  Fincham.  Downham  West  and  Feltwell.  The  cost  of  the  pail 
emptying  service  is  met  by  a Parish  Special  Rate. 

The  difficulty  of  disposal  of  nail  contents  without  positive  danger  to  health 
or  nuisance,  is  a matter  which  "? quires  constant  attention.  Most  landowners  are 
understandably  reluctant  to  assist  in  the  matter. 

(df  Cesspool  Emptying. 

541  cesspools  were  emptied  during  the  year,  and  in  addition  49  sedimentation 
tanks  at  sewage  plants  were  desludged.  Sedimentation  tanks  have  to  be  de- 
sludged  about  every  three  months. 

The  figures  below  show  a reduction  in  the  number  of  cesspools  emptied,  but 
an  increase  in  sedimentation  tanks  dealt  with.  Actual  demand  for  emptying  was 
greater  than  ever,  however,  and  numerous  people  were  referred  to  a private 
contractor  for  service. 

The  Council’s  machine  carried  out  nail  emptying  as  a first  priority  then  empty- 
ing of  sedimentation  tanks  at  sewage  plants,  then  cesspool  emptying.  The  amount 
of  overtime  worked  by  the  c^soool  en-mtier  will  have  to  be  cut  down  somewhat 
so  that  adequate  maintenance  can  be  given. 
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The  Council's  public  health  responsibilities  and  general  responsibility  for 
the  repression  of  nuisances  in  the  area  must  not  be  forgotten,  however,  and  any 
failure  of  private  contractors  to  meet  the  demand  for  a reasonable  service  in  the 
area  would  require  urgent  consideration. 

Similar  difficulties  are  met  with  regard  to  disposal  of  cesspool  contents  as  are 
experienced  with  pail  contents. 

Ordinary  Cesspools  Emptied 

1957  1956  1955  1954  1953  1952  1951  1950  1949 

541  594  530  501  390  347  319  270  251 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

22  sewage  plants  at  various  housing  sites  were  maintained  by  your  Surveyor's 
Department  during  the  year. 

The  sewage  scheme  for  the  West  Dereham  Housing  Site  was  finally  approved 
by  the  Ministry  after  several  approaches  regarding  the  nuisance  and  danger  to 
health  existing  through  the  use  of  the  unsatisfactory  cesspools,  and  the  scheme 
was  completed  during  the  Summer. 

It  is  considered  that  there  is  an  urgent  need  for  a scheme  to  serve  the  sites  at 
Chestnut  Avenue,  Welney  and  that  at  Salter’s  Lode,  where  again  the  cesspools 
cause  considerable  nuisance. 

The  design  of  the  sewerage  scheme  for  Southery  village  was  completed  during 
the  year  and  submitted  to  the  County  Council  for  approval. 

The  question  of  piping  a portion  of  open  watercourse  at  “The  Beck”,  Feltwell 
in  an  effort  to  end  the  nuisance  caused  by  the  partially  blocked  culvert  was 
being  considered  at  the  year  end,  whilst  no  satisfactory  solution  had  been  found 
in  relation  to  the  watercourse  at  Westgate  Street,  Shouldham. 

After  considerable  litigation,  agreement  was  eventually  reached  with  the  owner 
of  land  adjacent  to  the  Council’s  Stoke  Ferry  Housing  Site  in  regard  to  the  dis- 
posal of  drainage  from  his  premises. 

Cleansing  of  some  dykes  containing  sewage  was  undertaken  by  the  Council 
to  prevent  ser  ous  nuisance,  and  sub-irrigation  drains  had  to  be  installed  in  con- 
nection with  many  troublesome  cesspools. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

(a)  Main  Piped  Supplies. 

The  Wisbech  and  District  Water  Board  were  responsible  for  2 sources  of 
supply  to  the  Rural  District,  viz.,  the  northern  half  from  the  River  Nar  and  bore 
at  Marham  and  the  southern  half  from  the  bore  at.  Denton  Lodge.  Feltwell. 

I am  again  indebted  to  the  Board’s  Engineer,  Mr.  J.  K.  Dawson.  A.M.I.C.F... 
A.M.I.W.E.,  for  the  following  information  : — 

WISBECH  AND  DISTRICT  WATER  BOARD 

Water  Analyses,  1957  Downham  Rural  District 

1.  The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  again  been  highly  satisfactory  in  quantity. 
In  the  second  half  of  the  year,  the  quality  was  rather  below  the  usual  high 
standard.  The  reason  for  this  will  be  discussed  later. 

2.  The  chemical  analysis  has  not  altered  materially  in  the  year  under  review. 
The  waters  supplied  by  the  Board  are  not  plumbo  solvent. 

3.  All  new  mains  were  sterilized  with  chlorine  solution  and  tested  bacterio- 
logically  before  being  put  to  use. 

4.  During  the  year  a case  of  contamination  of  the  supply  from  two  boreholes 
occurred.  A local  farmer,  as  part  of  his  husbandry,  created  a silo  for  pea  haulm 
at  a short  distance  from  the  site  of  two  of  the  largest  boreholes  at  Marham.  This 
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was  unknown  at  the  time  to  the  Board's  officers,  but  drainage  from  the  silo 
ran  into  a pit  150  yards  from  the  boreholes,  and  via  the  pit  gained  access  to  the 
water  bearing  strata.  The  fermentation  liquor  was  rich  in  nitrogenous  matter 
and  organic  degredation  products,  besides  having  a most  offensive  smell.  The 
result  was  that  the  water  from  these  bores  acquired  an  offensive  odour  and 
taste.  The  sterilizing  processes  in  use  at  the  works  were  able  to  cope  with  the 
bacterial  pollution,  and  danger  to  health  was  avoided,  although  the  smell  and 
taste  had  great  nuisance  value. 

It  was  subsequently  discove-ed  that  the  pollution  had  given  rise  to  a heavy 
infestation  of  iron  and  sulphur  bacteria  of  the  strains  Leptothrix,  Crenothrix 
and  Beggiotoa,  around  the  lining  tubes  and  pumps  of  the  two  affected  bores. 

The  farmer  has  proved  most  co-operative,  the  pollution  stopped,  and 
measures  taken  to  prevent  further  cases  of  contamination.  The  bores  have  been 
sterilized  and  it  is  hoped  that  they  are  now  free  from  infestation.  Some  time  must 
elapse  before  this  can  be  certain. 

3.  Samples  Taken. 

Bacteriological  Examinations 
No.  of  tests  No.  of  tests  Total  Chemical 
negative  positive  taken  Analyses 


Board’s  Works 

Treated  Water  338  10  348 

Raw  Water  189  49  238 

Consumer’s  Taps  75  1 76 


Totals  602  60  662  101 

Total  all  examinations  and  analyses  763 

The  differential  tests  on  the  positive  bacteriological  tests  showed  combinations 
of  the  following  organisms  : — 

B.  Coli  Type  I,  B.  Aerogenes  Type  11,  B.  Aerogenes  Type  1, 
Intermediate  Type  1,  Intermediate  Type  II. 

Treated  water  samples  over  the  whole  of  Downham  Rural  District  were  97-6% 
negative  on  examination  for  organisms  of  the  coliform  group.  This  represents  a 
very  high  standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

WILLIAM  D.  BRIGHTON.  B.Sc.  (Dunelm) 

Chemist  and  Bacteriologist. 
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Extract  2.  WISBECH  AND  DISTRICT  WATER  BOARD  Results  of  Examination  of  Samples  of  Water 
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WISBECH  AND  DISTRICT  WATER  BOARD 


Schedule  of  work  carried  out  in  the  Downham  Rural  District 
between  the  1st  January,  1957  and  the  31st  December,  1957 

New  Mains  Laid 


Fincham  — Boughton  Extension  Scheme  4in.  S.I.  2580  yards 

3in.  S.I.  228  yards 

River  Ouse  Flood  Protection  Scheme  : — 

(i)  Magdalen  Bridge  15in.  S.I.  210  yards 

12in.  S.I.  102  yards 

(ii)  Stow  Causeway  15in.  S.I.  263  yards 

(iii)  Hythe  Bridge  12in.  S.I.  203  yards 

(iv)  Denver  Head  Sluice  3in.  A.C.  507  yards 

St.  Mary’s  Hall,  Wiggenhall  St.  Mary  (renewal)  3in.  A.C.  247  yards 

Great  Mans  Way,  Stoke  Ferry  2in.  A.C.  200  yards 

R.A.F.  Station,  Marham  6in.  S.I.  909  yards 

4in.  S.I.  886  yards 

Thornham  Farm,  Methwold  2in.  A.C. 9 784  yards 

Stoke  Ferry  Road.  Northwold  3in.  A.C.  287  yards 

Lodge  Road,  Feltwell  3in.  S.I.  27  yards 

Park  Farm,  Stow  Bardolph  3in.  S.I.  11 40  yards 

North  Witchford  Rural  Extension  Scheme  : — 

Scheme  No.  N.W.8.  Padgetts  Drove,  Welney  6in.  S.I.  426  yards 


WISBECH  AND  DISTRICT  WATER  BOARD 

New  Supplies  — Downham  Rural  District  January,  1957  — December,  1957 


Barton  Bendish  5 

Bexwell  3 

Boughton  10 

Denver  5 

Feltwell  13 

Fincham  6 

Fordham  2 

Hilgay  8 

Hockwold  2 

Marham  3 

Methwold  9 

Northwold  6 

Runcton  Holme  1 

Saddlebow  2 


Setch  4 

Shouldham  9 

Southery  4 

Stoke  Ferry  6 

Stow  Bridge  2 

Tottenhill  1 

Watlington  8 

Welney  9 

Wereham  10 

West  Dereham  6 

Wiggenhall  St.  Germans  2 

Wiggenhall  St.  Mary  Magdalen  ...  4 

Wimbotsham  1 

Wormegay  1 
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SMALL  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

15  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  from  10  sources,  those 
from  4 proving  satisfactory.  In  two  cases  mains  water  was  laid  on,  and  in 
another  case  involving  a bore,  chlorine  apparatus  was  fitted.  In  the  remaining 
three  cases,  one  of  which  was  “The  Conduit”,  Wereham,  the  users  of  the 
water  were  advised  to  boil  before  use. 

In  the  case  of  two  cottages  dependent  on  a village  pump  for  a supply  of 
water,  the  owner  laid  on  a mains  supply,  after  approach  by  your  Officers. 

The  County  Council’s  policy  of  examining  water  supplies  from  wells  or  bores 
which  might  be  used  for  infant  feeding,  to  determine  the  nitrate  content,  was 
continued  during  the  year.  Four  samples  were  submitted  and  two  were  considered 
satisfactory.  In  the  case  of  the  remaining  two,  satisfactory  alternative  supplies 
were  advised. 

FACTORIES. 

At  31st  December,  there  were  in  the  District  55  factories  where  mechanical 
power  was  employed  and  4 factories  with  no  mechanical  power.  9 inspections 
were  made  during  the  year. 

Two  notices  pointing  out  the  existence  of  defective  sanitary  conveniences  were 
sent.  At  the  end  of  the  year  one  had  been  complied  with  and  the  other  was  re- 
ceiving attention. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE. 

The  Council  con'inued  to  provide  free  treatment  or  advice  to  domestic  premises 
in  the  District,  whilst  businesses,  including  agricultural  premises,  were  charged 
at  the  rate  of  7/-  per  hour. 

Warfarin  was  the  main  poison  used  and  zinc  phosphide  was  used  occasionally. 
Liason  was  continued  with  the  Pest  Control  Staff  of  the  Norfolk  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee. 

The  Rodent  Operative  made  2643  visits  for  all  purposes  and  a total  of  610 
separate  treatments  were  carried  out  (461  treatments  in  1953,  751  in  1954,  645  in 
1955,  602  in  1956). 

50%  of  the  cost  of  the  service,  after  deduction  of  income  from  treatment  at 
business  premises  is  recoverable  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  S.  SENN1TT, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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